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KADESH

Fill the first cup of wine, hold it in your right hand, and recite this blessing:

BORUCH ATTO ADONOI ELOHENU MELECH HO'OLOM BORE P'RI
HAGGOFEN 

ALL: 
Blessed are You, L-rd, our G-d, King of the universe, who creates the fruit of the
vine.

Leader: Blessed are You, G-d, our G-d, King of the universe, who has chosen us
from among all people, and raised us above all tongues, and made us holy
through His commandments. And You, G-d, our G-d, have given us in love
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festivals for happiness, feasts and festive seasons for rejoicing the day of this
Feast of Matzot and this Festival of holy convocation, the Season of our
Freedom, a holy convocation, commemorating the departure from Egypt. For
You have chosen us and sanctified us from all the nations, and You have given
us as a heritage Your holy Festivals in happiness and joy. Blessed are You, G-d,
who sanctifies Israel and the festive seasons.

ALL:
Blessed are You, G-d, our G-d, King of the universe, who has granted us life,
sustained us, and enabled us to reach this occasion.

Drink the cup of wine while seated, reclining on the left side as a sign of freedom.

WASHING THE HANDS
Wash hands without reciting the blessing.

VEGETABLE
(Take the parsley, symbol of spring and hope, and dip it into the salt water,
symbol of the bitterness and tears of our people,)
BORUCH ATTO ADONOI ELOHENU MELECH HO'OLOM BORE P'RI
HO'ADOMO 

ALL: Blessed are You, L-rd, our G-d, King of the universe, who creates the fruit
of the earth.

 (eat the parsley.) 

INTRO TO MATZO 

Take the middle matzah and break it into two, one piece larger than the other.
The larger piece is set aside to serve as afikoman. The smaller piece is put back,
between the two matzot.

Raise the tray with the Matzo.

Leader: This is the bread of affliction, which our ancestors ate in the land of
Egypt. Let all who are hungry come and eat with us. Let all who are enslaved
become free. Let all who are oppressed become liberated.

Pour the second cup of wine.
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THE FOUR QUESTIONS

Mah nishtanah ha-laylah hazeh mikol ha-leilot? 

Sheb'chol ha-leilot anu och'lin chameitz umatzah. Ha-laylah hazeh kulo 
matzah. 
Sheb'chol ha-leilot anu och'lin sh'ar y'rakot. Ha-laylah hazeh maror. 
Sheb'chol ha-leilot ein anu matbilin afilu pa-am echat.Ha-laylah hazeh 
sh'tei f'amim. 
Sheb’khol ha-leilot anu okhlim bein yoshvin uvein m’subin, halailah hazeh
kuland 
m’subin. 
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Youngest reads:
*Why is this night of Passover different from all other nights of the year? 
*On all other nights, we eat either leavened or unleavened bread, why on this
night 
do we eat only matzah? 
*On all other nights, we eat vegetables of all kinds, why on this night must we
eat 
bitter herbs? 
*On all other nights, we do not dip vegetables even once, why on this night do
we 
dip greens into salt water and bitter herbs into sweet haroset? 
*On all other nights, everyone sits up straight at the table, why on this night do
we 
recline and eat at leisure?

The tray is restored to its place with the matzah partly uncovered.
ALL:
Because we were slaves in Egypt and the Lord freed us from Egypt with a mighty
hand. 
Had not the Holy One liberated our people from Egypt, then we, our children and 
our children's children would still be enslaved. 

The tray is restored to its place with the matzah partly uncovered. 
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THE FOUR SONS

Leader: The Torah speaks of four types of children: one is wise, one is wicked,
one is simple, and one does not know how to ask.

Rotate around the table, with each person reading a paragraph:

The Wise One asks: "What is the meaning of the laws and traditions God has 
commanded?" (Deuteronomy 6:20) You should teach him all the traditions of 
Passover, even to the last detail. 
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The wicked one, what does he say? "What is this service to you?!" He says `to
you,' but not to him! By thus excluding himself from the community he has denied
that which is fundamental. You say to him: "It is because of this that the L-rd did
for me when I left Egypt"; `for me' - but not for him! If he had been there, he
would not have been redeemed!"

The Simple One asks: "What is all this?" You should tell him: "It was with a 
mighty hand that the Lord took us out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage." 

As for the One Who Does Not Know How To Ask, you should open the 
discussion for him, as it is written: "And you shall explain to your child on that 
day, 'It is because of what the Lord did for me when I came out of Egypt."

Leader: In order to answer these questions properly -  we must first tell you the
following story...

THE EXODUS: INTRO
Rotate around the table, with each person reading a paragraph:

There was time in Egypt when Joseph, a Jew, was the Pharoah's closest advisor.
When there was a famine in the land of Canaan, where Joseph's father Jacob
lived, Pharoah allowed Jacob and his 70 children to live in Egypt. Israelites were
fruitful and prolific; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land
was filled with them. Then a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know
Joseph. 9He said to his people, ‘Look, the Israelite people are more numerous
and more powerful than we. 10Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will
increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and
escape from the land.’ 11Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress
them with forced labour. 12But the more they were oppressed, the more they
multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13The
Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, 14and made their
lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labour. 
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Pharoah even tried to reduce their numbers by casting their male children into
the river. But one Jewish mother, trying to save her son, placed him in the river in
a little boat of reeds. Pharaoh's daughter found and loved the child, and took for
her own, and without knowing, hired Moses' own mother to be his nurse. Moses
grew up and became determined to free his people from bondage. 

One day, God said to Moses, "The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I
have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to
Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ " So Moses and his
brother Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, ‘Thus says theLord, the God of Israel,
“Let my people go, so that they may celebrate a festival to me in the
wilderness.” ’ 2But Pharaoh said, ‘Who is the Lord, that I should heed him and let
Israel go? I do not know the Lord, and I will not let Israel go.’  Pharaoh then
commanded the taskmasters of the people, as well as their supervisors, 7‘You
shall no longer give the people straw to make bricks, but you shall require of
them the same quantity of bricks as they have made previously.'

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 11‘Go and tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the
Israelites go out of his land.’ I am the Lord; tell Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I am
speaking to you."
 But Moses said in the Lord’s presence, “why would Pharaoh listen to me?”
 The Lord said to Moses “When Pharaoh does not listen to you, then you shall
say to Aaron, “Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh, and it will
become a snake.”
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So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did as the Lord had commanded;
Aaron threw down his staff before Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a
snake.

 11Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and the sorcerers; and they also, the
magicians of Egypt, did the same by their secret arts.12Each one threw down his
staff, and they became snakes; but Aaron’s staff swallowed up theirs. 13Still,
Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them.

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Pharaoh’s heart is hardened; he refuses to let the
people go. 15Go to Pharaoh in the morning, 16Say to him, “The Lord, the God of
the Hebrews, sent me to you to say, ‘Let my people go, so that they may worship
me in the wilderness.’ But until now you have not listened. 17Thus says the Lord,
‘By this you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 

Leader: God brought 10 plagues on the Egyptians.
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EXODUS: THE PLAGUES

Rotate around the table, with each person reading a paragraph:

1. "The LORD spoke to Moses, 'Say to Aaron, "Take your rod and stretch out
your hand over the waters of Egypt,
over their streams, over their rivers, over their ponds, and over all their pools of
water, that they may become
Blood.." ' " EXODUS 7:19 In the sight of Pharaoh and of his officials he lifted up
the staff and struck the water in the river, and all the water in the river was turned
into blood, 21and the fish in the river died. The river stank so that the Egyptians
could not drink its water, and there was blood throughout the whole land of
Egypt.
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2. "Then the LORD spoke to Moses, 'Say to Aaron, "Stretch out your hand with
your rod over the streams, over the
rivers, and over the ponds, and cause Frogs to come upon the land of Egypt." '
" The river shall swarm with frogs; they shall come up into your palace, into your
bedchamber and your bed, and into the houses of your officials and of your
people,* and into your ovens and your kneading bowls.EXODUS 8:5
So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up
and covered the land of Egypt. 

3. "The LORD said to Moses, 'Say to Aaron, "Stretch out your rod, and strike the
dust of the land, so that it may
become Lice. throughout all the land of Egypt." ' " EXODUS 8:16 Aaron
stretched out his hand with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and lice
came on humans and animals alike; all the dust of the earth turned into lice
throughout the whole land of Egypt.

4. "And the LORD said to Moses, 'Rise early in the morning and stand before
Pharaoh as he comes out to the water.
Then say to him, "Thus says the LORD: 'Let My people go, that they may serve
Me. Or else, if you will not let
My people go, behold, I will send swarms of Flies .on you and your servants, on
your people and into your
houses.' " ' " EXODUS 8:20-21 The Lord did so, and great swarms of flies came
into the house of Pharaoh and into his officials’ houses; in all of Egypt the land
was ruined because of the flies.

5. "Again the LORD said, "Behold, the hand of the LORD will be on your cattle in
the field, on the horses, on the
donkeys, on the camels, on the oxen, and on the sheep. There will be a very
severe pestilence... So the LORD
did this thing on the next day, and all the livestock of Egypt died; but of the
livestock of the children of
Israel, not one died." EXODUS 9:3, 6

6. "So the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 'Take for yourselves handfuls of
ashes from a furnace, and let Moses
scatter it toward the heavens in the sight of Pharaoh. And it will become fine dust
in all the land of Egypt, and it will cause Boils that break out in sores on man and
beast throughout all the land of Egypt.' " EXODUS 9:8-9
So they took soot from the kiln, and stood before Pharaoh, and Moses threw it in
the air, and it caused festering boils on humans and animals.

7. Then the LORD said, "Behold, tomorrow about this time I will cause very
heavy Hail to rain down, such as has not been in Egypt since its founding until
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now." EXODUS 9:18 Then Moses stretched out his staff towards heaven, and
the Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire came down on the earth. And
the Lord rained hail on the land of Egypt; 24there was hail with fire flashing
continually in the midst of it, such heavy hail as had never fallen in all the land of
Egypt since it became a nation. 25The hail struck down everything that was in the
open field throughout all the land of Egypt, both human and animal; the hail also
struck down all the plants of the field, and shattered every tree in the field.

8. "Then the LORD said to Moses, 'Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt
for the Locust, that they may come upon the land of Egypt, and eat every herb of
the land - all that the hail has left. ' " EXODUS 10:12
So Moses stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the Lord brought an
east wind upon the land all that day and all that night; when morning came, the
east wind had brought the locusts. 14The locusts came upon all the land of Egypt
and settled on the whole country of Egypt, such a dense swarm of locusts as had
never been before, nor ever shall be again. 15They covered the surface of the
whole land, so that the land was black; and they ate all the plants in the land and
all the fruit of the trees that the hail had left; nothing green was left, no tree, no
plant in the field, in all the land of Egypt.

9. "Then the LORD said to Moses, 'Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that
there may be Darkness over the land of Egypt.' " EXODUS 10:21 So Moses
stretched out his hand towards heaven, and there was dense darkness in all the
land of Egypt for three days.23People could not see one another, and for three
days they could not move from where they were; but all the Israelites had light
where they lived. 

10. "AND THE LORD SAID TO MOSES, 'I WILL BRING YET ONE MORE
PLAGUE ON PHARAOH. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth
of this month they are to take a lamb for each family... then the whole assembled
congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of the
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they
eat it. 
For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of
Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall be a sign for
you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and
no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt." "14 This day shall
be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord;
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance." And
at midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the
firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the prisoner who
was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 30
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SPILLING THE WINE

Leader: As we recount the ten plagues that decimated Egyptian society, we spill a drop of wine for each plague, to remind

us of the Egyptian blood that was spilt. The act of spilling the wine compels us to retain our humanity when we might

understandably forget it.  As we celebrate that we achieved our freedom, we are commanded to feel sad at the loss of

human life amongst our enemies.  We do not deny that this loss of life was necessary, but neither do we rejoice in that

necessity. 

 
ALL:
Blood.
Frogs.
Lice.
Flies.
Pestilence.
Boils.
Hail.
Locust.
Darkness.
Slaying of the First-born.

EXODUS: THE RED SEA

Rotate around the table, with each person reading a paragraph:

Pharaoh arose in the night, he and all his officials and all the Egyptians; and
there was a loud cry in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone
dead. 31Then he summoned Moses and Aaron in the night, and said, ‘Rise up, go
away from my people, both you and the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord, as you
said. 32Take your flocks and your herds, and be gone.!’

When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the
Philistines, although that was nearer; for God thought, ‘If the people face war,
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they may change their minds and return to Egypt.’ 18So God led the people by
the roundabout way of the wilderness towards the Red Sea.
 
When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the minds of Pharaoh
and his officials were changed towards the people, and they said, ‘What have we
done, letting Israel leave our service?’ 6 The Egyptians pursued them, all
Pharaoh’s horses and chariots, his chariot drivers and his army; and as Pharaoh
drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing
on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord.

 
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go
forward. 16But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and
divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground."
 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back
by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters
were divided. 22The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming
a wall for them on their right and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and went
into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At
the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged*their
chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee
from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’

26 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot
drivers.’ 27So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea
returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the
Egyptians into the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and the
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea;
not one of them remained. 29But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the
sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
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"DAYENU"
Leader: God did many wonderful things for us. God brought us out of Egypt,
gave us the Shabbat, gave us the Torah and brought us into the Land of
Israel. Any one of these would have been enough. Therefore we sing
Dayenu which means "it would have been enough for us." 

Song: Dayenu
I-LU HO-TZI HO-TZI-A-NU HO-TZI-A-NU MI-MITZ-RA-YIM HO-TZI-A-NU MI-
MITZ-RA-YIM DAYAY-
NU. (chorus)
I-LU NA-TAN NA-TAN LA-NU NA-TAN LA-NU ET HA-SHA-BAT NA-TAN LA-NU
ET HA-SHA-BAT
DA-YAY-NU. (chorus)
I-LU NA-TAN NA-TAN LA-NU NA-TAN LA-NU ET HA-TO-RAH NA-TAN LA-NU
ET HA-TO-RAH
DA-YAY-NU. (chorus)

Rotate around the table for the first part of these:
If He had brought us out from Egypt, and had not carried out judgments
against them ALL: it would have been enough for us!
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If He had carried out judgments against them, and not against their idols ALL
it would have been enough for us!
If He had destroyed their idols, and had not smitten their first-born ALL, it
would have been enough for us!
If He had smitten their first-born, and had not given us their wealth ALL, it
would have been enough for us!
If He had given us their wealth, and had not split the sea for us ALL it would
have been enough for us!
If He had split the sea for us, and had not taken us through it on dry land ALL,
it would have been enough for us!
If He had taken us through the sea on dry land, and had not drowned our
oppressors in it ALL it would have been enough for us!
If He had drowned our oppressors in it, and had not supplied our needs in the
desert for forty years ALL it would have been enough for us!
If He had supplied our needs in the desert for forty years,and had not fed us
the manna ALL, it would have been enough for us!
If He had fed us the manna, and had not given us the Shabbat ALL, it would
have been enough for us!
If He had given us the Shabbat, and had not brought us before Mount Sinai
ALL it would have been enough for us!
If He had brought us before Mount Sinai, and had not given us the Torah ALL
it would have been enough for us!
If He had given us the Torah, and had not brought us into the land of Israel
ALL, it would have been enough for us!
If He had brought us into the land of Israel, and had not built for us the the
holy Temple. ALL it would have been enough for us!

THE SECOND CUP
Recite the following blessing.

BORUCH ATTO ADONOI ELOHENU MELECH HO'OLOM BORE P'RI
HAGGOFEN 

ALL:
Blessed are You, L-rd, our G-d, King of the universe, who creates the fruit of the
vine.

Drink the second cup of wine.

WASHING THE HANDS

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha-olam asher kidishanu b'mitz'votav
v'tzivanu al n'tilat yadayim

ALL:
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Blessed are You, L-rd, our G-d, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with
His commandments and commanded us concerning the washing of the hands.

wash hands

PESACH, MATZAH AND MAROR
Leader: Rabban Gamaliel said: We have not fulfilled our duty until we have
explained these three symbols: Pesach, Matzah and Maror.

Paschal Lamb
Kaufmann Haggadah. c. 1370

PESACH

What is the meaning of the shankbone? The shank bone reminds us
of the lamb which our people sacrificed to God the night they left Egypt.
In family groups, our people ate the pesach lamb while the Temple in
Jerusalem was still standing. Tonight, we celebrate Pesach in family
groups in our homes.

BLESSING OF THE MATZOH
Behold the Matzoh, symbol of the bread of slavery, the bread of poverty which
our ancestors ate when they were slaves in Egypt. As they fled the land of their
enslavement, they carried the raw dough of Egypt on their backs, having had no
time to bake it or even to put in the yeast or leavening that would make it rise to
become bread. And so it was baked flat by the sun. 

Let the Matzoh, the bread of our people's time of affliction and poverty, remind us
of many of our people and others who are poor and hungry. Would that they
could eat as we eat. Would that all who are in need could partake with us of this
Pesach Feast. 
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Take the Matzot in the order that they are lying on the tray - the broken piece
between the two whole Matzot; hold them in your hand and recite the following
blessing:

Baruch ata adonay eloheinu melech ha'olam
ha'motzi lechem min ha'aretz.

ALL:
Blessed are You, L-rd, our G-d, King of the universe, who brings forth bread from
the earth.

All present take take a piece of Matzoh and eat it.

Leader: We remember from the time of Rabbi Hillel, when the Temple still stood
in Jerusalem, that Rabbi Hillil used to put the bitter herb between the matzoh,
and eat them together, to fulfill the words: "They shall . . . eat it with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs." 

Put some horseradish on Matzo.

ALL:
Blessed are You, L-rd, our G-d, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with
His commandments and commanded us concerning the eating of Bitter herbs.

Now eat the horseradish on matzo.

Leader: Moror is term for the bitter herb. It reminds us of the bitterness that our
ancestors tasted in the time of their bondage. For the Torah says, "And they
made their lives miserable with hard labor in the making of bricks and mortar."
We therefore dip the bitter herbs into the Charoset, the symbol of bricks and
mortar, to remember their hardships. As we recall the suffering of Egypt so do we
relive the oppression of every generation. The taste of Charoset, like the taste of
freedom, sweetens bitterness and suffering. 

(All present eat sandwich of Matzoh, Charoset, Bitter Herb) 

THE THIRD CUP

Leader: At this point you're supposed to eat the meal, but why don't we just get
the rest of the religious stuff over now?

The third cup of wine is poured now.

Recite the blessing for the wine: 
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BORUCH ATTO ADONOI ELOHENU MELECH HO'OLOM BORE P'RI
HAGGOFEN 

ALL:
Blessed are You, L-rd, our G-d, King of the universe, who creates the fruit of the
vine. 

Drink in the third cup.
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ELIJAH

The fourth cup is poured, including a cup for Elijah, and the door is opened. 

Leader: The prophet Elijah denounced the slavery of his day. Legend has it that
he never died and that he will return some day to announce the coming of a new
world in which war, human cruelty, and the enslavement of one person by
another will find no place. 

Let us open the door and invite Elijah to enter and join with us as we drink the
wine of our freedom. 

Song: ELIAYU HANOVEE: 
EI-LI-YA-HU HA-NA-VI, EI-LI-YA-HU HA-TISH-BI,
EI-LI-YA-HU EI-LI-YA-HU EI-LI-YA-HU HA-GIL-A-DI.
BIM-HEI-RA VE-YA-MEI-NU, YA-VO EI-LEI-NU;
IM MA-SHI-ACH BEN DA-VID, IM-MA-SHI-ACH BEN DA-VID.
(Translation: Elijah the prophet, Elijah the Tishbite, Elijah the Gileadite; may
he soon come and bring the Messiah, son of David.)

DRINKING THE FOURTH CUP
Leader: We raise the last cup of wine and affirm our unity with all people in the
struggles for human freedom.

BA-RUCH A-TA A-DO-NAI E-LO-HAY-NU ME-LECH HA-O-LAM BO-RAY PE-RI
HA-GA-FEN.

ALL:
Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe,
Creator of the fruit of the vine.

Drink 4th cup.

CONCLUSION
Leader: The seder service is now concluded, its rites observed in full, its
purposes revealed. As we gathered together to celebrate this seder
tonight, may we be worthy to celebrate again in freedom next year. And
may God, who redeemed our ancestors from slavery and degradation,
redeem all who are enslaved and bring freedom and dignity to our entire
world. Together, let us say:

LE-SHA-NAH HA-BA-AH BI-RU-SHA-LA-YIM!

ALL: Next year in Jerusalem!


